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Christian Life and Theology. Or the Contribution of Chris- 
tian Experience to the System of Evangelical Doctrine. 
By Frank Hugh Foster. Chicago: Revell, 1901. Pp. 

ix + 286. Si. 50. 

This book consists of the Stone Lectures given before Princeton 
Theological Seminary, 1900. It is a study of Christian experience 
with the endeavor "to ascertain first what Christian experience really 
is, and then what naturally flows from it in the way of fundamental 
views of God, man, and salvation." The "ultimate fact" of Christian 
experience is found to be "the permanent choice of duty as such," as 
this is wrought by the personal power of God. From this central fact 
the doctrines of God, of the person and work of Christ, and of the 
church are developed, with an interjected chapter on "The Scriptures 
and Church History as Sources of Christian Experience Outside of the 
Individual." 

The real purpose of the work is to meet Ritschlianism in its own 
field and to ground the orthodox system of doctrine on the basis of 
Christian experience. Opinions will differ as to whether this end has 
been attained. The book well emphasizes the importance and clearly 
states the task of the study of Christian experience, and is pervaded 
with a deep devotional spirit. The following defects may be pointed 
out : (1) There is no distinction between Christian experience and the 
rational explanation of this experience ; this failure gives the term a 
varying significance. (2) In the emphasis laid on knowledge there 
is no distinction between knowledge which demands proof and intel- 
lectual assent, and that which demands an attitude on the part of the 
will. (3) The interest in grounding the orthodox system as a whole 
warrants the suspicion that its deduction from Christian experience is 

not thoroughly scientific. 

E. A. Hanley. 
Cleveland, O. 

The Unaccountable Man. By David James Burrell. Chi- 
cago: Revell, 1 90 1. Pp. 310. $1.50. 

This volume contains twenty-nine sermons. The title of the book 
is the subject of the first discourse. The topics discussed in all the 
rest are both popular and important. Such sermons as, " What Would 
Jesus Do ? " " The Potter and the Clay," " The Perfect Law of Lib- 
erty," "The Privilege of the Strong," "Back to Christ," and "Church 
Unity," catch and hold the attention by virtue of the living, practical 
questions unfolded in them. 



